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Jami* al-Bahramiyya, location in the Old City of Aleppo (Syrian Heritage Archive Project by Google Earth, July 7, 2018)
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Before

Jami‘ al-Bahramiyya before the armed conflict (© Lamia Jasser, 2011)

Aot

Jami* al-Bahramiyya after the armed conflict (© H.N.N Media, 2018)
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Syrian Heritage Archive Project (Awqaf Aleppo)
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BRIEF SUMMARY

Jami* al-Bahramiyya is originally a central dome mosque with cylindrical pencil shaped minaret from the Ottoman period. It has
been erected by massive stone including stone decoration and ceramic tiles. The minaret and western side of the portico were
collapsed and rebuilt in 1700. The prayer hall dome collapsed in 1822 and was replaced by a smaller one with 4 massive pillars.
Jami* al-Bahramiyya suffered serious damages, mostly at the roof of the prayer hall and its portico.

In March 2017, restoration work has been initiated for the damaged pillar of the portico and the work was completed by April
2017 which saved the whole portico from collapsing.

The original prayer hall was the largest one of the Ottoman mosques of Aleppo. The mosque is a part

LG R of a commercial complex built on the main axis of the historical covered market.

Recommendation RC3 > Major repairs based on diagnosis
class

BUILDING SURVEY

Type Ottoman central dome mosque with portico and pencil shaped minaret.

Load bearing masonry, arches, columns, domes, vaults.

Construction & Stonework: Ashlar, double-shell, double-shell with infill

technique .
9 Brickwork: prayer hall dome
Material Limestone, basalt, brick, (reinforced) concrete, cement + lime plaster, mortar, metal, paint
Exterior: material-sighted Ashlar masonry
Surface Design Interior: material-sighted Ashlar masonry; smoothed plaster, wall paintings, window openings with
stain glass
Notes The rapid assessment is limited exclusively to the damaged areas

The reconstitution of the prayer hall roof included reinforced concrete

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

@ Two domes of the portico (partial collapse) @ Prayer hall dome (partial collapse) € Prayer hall

Damaged sections vaults and a hole at the northeastern side of the roof (partial collapse) @ Portico pillar (repaired)

Cause of damage Effects of war: impacts by shelling, shaped holes, bullet holes
Kind of damage Structural damage: partial destruction of domes and vaults
Local damage: loss, loose components of stones and bricks, outbreaks, voids, fractures / cracks
Scope of damage Five areas of the prayer hall roof
Risk Local danger of collapse due to structural damage

RECOMMENDATIONS

Urgent intervention  Safeguarding measures: emergency structural stabilization of the domes and vaults
Protective measures: protection of exposed masonry against rain

Further Repair and rebuilding of domes and vaults. Any repairs or rebuilding should be carried out largely
'recomme'nded with original materials and according to historically transmitted procedures and techniques.
intervention General advice: building documentation. All-round systematic photographic documentation (stadia,
photogrammetry, 3D etc.) of the building, the damaged sections including the rubble (see separate
guideline documentation).
Rubble management: keep, safe and store the rubble on site (see guideline below).

Need for experts Imperative needs: structural study and planning (responsible: civil engineer, stress analyst)

Further investigations  Expert opinions: restoration and scientific investigations, building archaeology regarding the building
techniques

Note The building has a record in the Syrian Heritage Archive Project. The project has collected and

archived 156 pre-conflict photos and architectural plans of the mosque.
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(© Saleh Zakkour, April 2017)
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Construction
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Building material
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Cause /Kind
of damage
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Condition class
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Risk

Recommendation
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Notes
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cc3r/ucs3

Detailed Assessment

Two domes of the Portico

Brick masonry

(Mud-)bricks, (Lime-)plaster

Extrados: rendered
Intrados: plastered

Impact by shelling

Partial collapse of the middle dome

loose components and bricks, outbreaks, voids,
fractures / cracks

Loss of the domes: 25%

CC 3 - Major symptoms

Risk of collapse of the rest of the dome

Structural stabilization by emergency shoring
Structural study + Static expert opinion

Building documentation

Consolidation, Rebuilding

Keep, safe and store the rubble on site

It is essential to protect the exposed masonry
against rain (e.g. cover with tarpaulin).

UC 3 - Urgent and immediate

All portico domes might be damaged!
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Risk
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Recommendation
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Notes
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Dome of the prayer hall

Brick and limestone masonry, window openings
with stained glass

Brick, limestone, mortar

Extrados: plaster
Intrados: plastered with wall painting (ornamental
and inscriptions), ornamented window grilles

Impact by shelling

Partial collapse and small hole; infill is exposed
Loose components and bricks, outbreaks, voids,
fractures / cracks

Loss of the dome: 30%

CC 3 - Major symptoms

Risk of collapse of the dome

Structural stabilization by emergency shoring
Structural study + static expert opinion

Building documentation

Consolidation, rebuilding

Keep, safe and store the rubble on site

It is essential to protect the exposed masonry
against rain (e.g. cover with tarpaulin).

UC 3- Urgent and immediate
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Prayer hall roof'| AM/ dcld i
(© Mahmoud Sikt, 2017)

Damages of the prayer hall roof (Syrian Heritage Archive Project, after Awqaf Aleppo)
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Detailed Assessment

Two vaults (south and east) of the prayer hall roof
and partial collapse of the northeastern side

Stone, bricks and concrete

Limestone, (lime-)mortar, cement (?)

Extrados: (cement-)rendering
Intrados: material-sighted ashlar masonry

Impact by shelling

Partial collapse; infill is exposed

Loose components and bricks, outbreaks, voids,
fractures / cracks

Loss of two vaults: 60%

CC 3 - Major symptoms

Risk of collapse

Structural stabilization by emergency shoring
Structural study + static expert opinion

Building documentation

Consolidation, rebuilding

Keep, safe and store the rubble on site

It is essential to protect the exposed masonry
against rain (e.g. cover with tarpaulin).

UC 3 - Urgent and immediate

A previous renovation of the roof was done by
using reinforced concrete.
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Construction
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Building Material
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Surface Design
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Cause /Kind
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Jpall ggig wuu

Scope of damage
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Condition class
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Risk
Halio

Recommendation
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Notes
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Portico - Pillar

Natural stone masonry, 2 shells and infill

Limestone

Ashlar

Impact by shelling

Loss of stone and infill

Infill is exposed

Loose components and stones

The pillar has been in a critical situation until was
repaired

CC - 0: no symptoms

Risk of collapse of the arcade
The risk has been mitigated after the repair

The pillar has been repaired
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RUBBLE MANAGEMENT (General guidelines)

Securing the collapsed building material is a high priority!
Building rubble should not be removed from the site until a qualified salvage and
deposit concept is in place.

Schedule: (Responsibility > conservator/archaeologist/engineer / architect or similar).

1. At the beginning of the work, a complete photographic documentation of the
entirety of the debris/rubble must be executed urgently (including from above).

2. All natural stones (ashlar, carved, sculptured) as well as any building decoration
should be selected, classified, and finally assigned to areas of the facade where
they belong to. Single stones should be systematically signed and all sides should
be photographed.

The rubble on site should be classified into the following categories:

A. All types of building decoration as well as remains, fragments of particular
importance/ value/ expressiveness, such as ashlar, ornamented stones,
inscriptions, wall paintings, mosaics, tiles, carved wood/metal etc.

B. Remains, fragments of other cultural-historical/architectural significance, such
as carved or shaped masonry, decorative plaster, stucco, bricks, tiles, metal,
etc..

C. Remains, fragments of minor importance, such as modern building materials.

3. All objects from category A and B should be professionally stacked and covered
with a sheet (or similar) and stored in a controlled manner on the building site
(e.g. niche, arcade, empty rooms, courtyard).

If no short-term measures can be carried out, the "rubble" on the ground should be
covered with a tarpaulin. For longer-term protection, the rubble also should be
covered with sand or, even better, protected by a scaffolding or protective roof.
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dllall pudi aljlniil | Condition Assessment Abbreviations

dllall dia Condition classification (CC = condition class)
e Wlodl Gagad satny - suall po e3x of yaie IS Ulo ayand Jadis For each component / bu'll'dmg elerpgnt a cqndmon class
Aol ol el le s shall be stated. The condition classification is based on an
' ol phedl D ple o overall assessment of all the relevant symptoms.

dsmer 38 pliel of poddls  phe¥l odlls  CCO CCO0 No Apparently without perceptible
- symptoms  change in substance
ByaS Olyd (93 Lo 2l daab phel CC1 CC1 Minor Only superficially, without
(%20 oo JB1 8lus) symptoms  substantial changes (loss < 20%)
Sty mhaall B Byl /39450 1300 drusgia plyel  CC2 Moderately Locally limited damage / Loss of
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Urgency risk classification (UC = urgency class)
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sola o cllayy RCO RCO No measures
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0955 $3) &5Lo] wladad ofol 4, g (additional investigations or expert opinions

(&2y932 el eyl of LdLoYl il may be necessary)
el Lle 2y 4wl oloMs) RC3 RC3  Major intervention based on diagnosis
gl gose /slacl Bole] / elidl 3sle]  RC4 RC4  Rebuilding / Reconstruction / Archeological
- : Presentation, ...
Hdig dlla duwlys - dedldill Slliaall ol Bldall yrnall Source: Conservation of cultural property — Condition survey
(BS EN 16096:2012 / EN 16096:2012 (E)) sirall adldill cilpill and report of built cultural heritage (BS EN 16096:2012 / EN
- i 16096:2012 (E))
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